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 Fpiſtle for the Office of the Day 
1 5 1 f 1 TI. 3. | 8 | 


It is @ true Saying If any Man deſire the Office of a 
| BisHo r, be deſireth a Good Work. 4 


HESE Epiſtles to Timotby and Titus, are the Great 
Charter of the Chriſtian Church; the expreſs 
| Commiſſion of Order and Juriſdiction to the 

Governours; and a Rule of Diſcipline for all the Mem- 
bers: They are an Original and Foundation of all Ec- | 
clefiaſtical Laws and Canons, For in theſe Epiſtles, we 
find Directions or References made to a Canon of Holy 
Scripture : * To a ſolemn and ſtated Form of a Pro- 2 7.3.16. 
feſſion of Faith; and to a Regular Performance of the  7in. 6. 20. 
Publick Offices of Divine Worſhip : We find the Power: In * + 
and the Care of conferring Holy Orders; a due Reve Tim. 4. 14. 
rence to the Clergy ſo Ordained ; a ſuitable Mainte- 5: 22 1 
nance for them; Directions for their Preaching; Rules , 2 = 
for their Behaviour; and Publick Cenſures to be inflict- 1 Tim 3. 117. 
ed on thoſe that were Irregular. So likewiſe the Peo- 2 7% 2 22: 


e- 2 Tim. 2.3. 4. 2 | 


ple's Conformity in Publick Congregations ; their Sub- 1 7im. 3. 2. 
miſſion to Spiritual Governours z their Obedience to 17975:192% . 
the Civil Magiſtrate: And all this required and enjoin- , Tim. 4. — 
ed under the Cenſures of Admonition, Correption, and Titus 2. 15. 
Excommunication. Above all, theſe Epiſtles do ſo 17120 
clearly demonſtrate the Form of Church Government, 
founded in: an Imparity of Biſhops, Presbyters, and 
Deacons; that the Epiſtle for your folemn Office of this 
12 42 Day 


to raiſe an 
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= 
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Day is with great Propriety taken out of them; and be- 
gins in the Words of the Text, I ig a true Saying; a 
aw de fre the Office of 4 Biſhops he defireth a good Work. 
A true Saying ; This Preface of the Text is only to 
denote the Importance of what follows 3 the Apoſtle 
uſing frequently the farrte, or à like inidvtive Phraſe, 
ention, and to impreſs the Notice of what 
he was going to deliver: As 1 Tim. 1. 15. This is a 
faithful Saying, &c. So again, 2 Tim. 2.11. and Titus. 3.8. 
A473 Abbe, is as it were a Title aad Sitferfeription of 
the Truth and Value of what is contained under it. 
| If a Man deſire; the Word deſire hath no other Senſe, 
than to accept and undergo this difficult Office; with a 
refigned and ready Mind, when lawfully called thereto, 
[There was no Room for any Irregular Deftre, while the 
Holy Ghoſt did ſenſibly interpoſe in calling out the Per- 
fon 3 and while the external Teſt; was by Election and 
by Pot. And in the next following Ages. there was ho 
great Temptation to the deſfring this Office 3 when it 
was commonly a Deſignation to fuffer and to die. In- 


dced, when the Temporal Powers became Chriſtian, 
„and added the Advantages of Wealth and Honont to 


them: For ſueh is the Nature of Things and Men, This 


t ttheſe eminent Stations in the Church; her Am- 


e - bition and vain Gloty were apt to creep in with 


maſtiplied the Methods of filling up a vacant See; 
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And toſt the Ball of Contention from the Clergy and 
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People to the Comprovincial Biſhops; thence: to the 
Supreme Princes; by them granted to the Secular Ca- 


vonsz ſtolkn away by the Monks; uſurped by the Popes 


and reſum d by the Civil Magiſtrate, the ſtfeſt Hand. 
Our, Conſtitution is in t is Point Moderate and Happy, 


dhat en theonefidss werbave as much of Electiam as 
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i Well ſtept with Frare aud Charity; if we com. 


Plain of ithe- Shadow of it) the Subſtance would but 
wall Ap. 5 


1501 9 2 diſquiet 


off? 


{ 


Foundations of the old Tewiſh Temp le, as to retain moſt 


= So « a. Dn: hat ä 8 


3 


u 

a a-Power-of Commendation and Aﬀend is reſerved 
to the ſupreftis-Goydthour,. 49 is nociſſaty 
the Ballance of Chartb amd States Which leſſoer Power 
_ not ſuffice to do: Ca). Aud it hath this Conve. 

iency, that it cuts off many of the ways of Ambition 
— indirect Deſires, whidh would be ſar more open 
— wide, if the Clergyi or the People were lſeparately 

jointly to determine in this Matter. Our Conſtitution 


is in every Part wiſer and better, than we are apt to 
evans imagine it to be. 9 50 


The way being thus cleared; the Text rofolves i it felf 


into theſe: — General Mead? rn 
I. The Office of àa BISHOP » And „chi kene 
II. The Good Work of that Offices! T met 
Firſt, The Office of a BISHOP..: What. Volurties of 
Contention have been heapt together upon the Nature 
of this Offce, and the very Name of it? Yet the Mattet 
ſeeths plain; and the Conttoverſy: Ted! if we boat 
der theſe few Particulars- 12 ben 


Firſt, The Chriſtian Church was fo far built o We 


Parts of that Moſzitk Occondtny; or a. reformed and 
purified Likeneſs of it. Now the external Policy of 


that former Eſtabliſhment was a High-Prieſt, fubordi- 85 


nate Prieſts, and infertour Levites. Our Saviour appro- 


ved their Conſtitution as lawful; and he charged the | 
4 to vs, lad that e in Moſes e, He Ws! eon- 8. Mat, 23. 2 
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4) Not © 55 OY of 2 I I Hom 
RET appoin 250 1205 che King: but by Stat. 
25. Ed. III. it is Hienile Appell, ed, That the Nel of diſpoſing Bilwpricks 
was in the Kin by LO 0 of rg. e; derived from his ors before the 


Freed this gl ard TIE did 
5 abs 77475 | Ting 715 e That He being 
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tent to be Himſelf the High- Prieſt for ever. He propor- 
tion d his Apoſtles to the um pl the Tribes; and 
his Seventy Diſciples did bear a ke Jewiſh Proportion. 
He choſe out Jcriſalen for his Mother Church: He left a 
Succeſſor in it of his own Family ; and in this City was 
the-Spritg and Fountain of Counbüts and Canons. From 
all which, th at leaſt may bo inferr d; that if our Sa- 
viour had intended to found his Church in a Parity of 
Presbyters, he would: have ſnew d, that his new Inſtitu- 
tion of Government was to differ expreſly from the 
old: Whereas his alluding, and in a' manner adhering 
to the Form of the JewiſbChurch, was a Sign of follow- 
ing the main Footſteps of it. (a) Hence Clement of [Rome 
arg nes with the Schiſmatical Corinthians upon this very 
eme, That the High-Prieſt hath his peculiar Mi- 

yi. niſtration, and the Prieſts have their proper Place, 

« and the Levites their appointed Service, and the Lay- 
„Man was bound by Lay-Precepts. (%) Tertullian ca j | 
the Chriſtian Biſhop. by the very Name of High- 
Prieſt ; (c.) and his Scholar St. Cyprian does abound i in 
his Allufions to one Priefthood, one Altar, (d)) &c. Nay 
even 8t. Jerom owns this Conſent of Law and Goſpe], 
v% e lee * . know. _ be) the i re Tradi- 

10 4 1 3 pi Mm tions 
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9505 Perhaps a promiſcuous Uſe of the Names ef Bi p and Probe 
poſed to Deacon might be owing to this Reaſon ; that the Clergy 
7 wy 7 but two Names Prieſt and Levite, tho' under thoſe.two | 
they had three diſtin& Offices and Orders. Hence in the Infancy of the 
Chriſtian Church, the Deacons, like the old Levitet, were me cxproſly diſtin- 
2 but were join d with Biſhops only as in this I Tim. 3. or 
with Precbyters only as in ſome other Plites' ae the © Wart .Enloxerog 
being afterward a ropriated | to the Succeflors of the Apoſtles, made the 
three Names as diſtinct as N Orders. 9 E 
2 Clem. Rom. Epiſt. ad Corint} | 


idem jus habet ee ut el 10 ae | 
AL Borie 15 Tertull de 4 n * | 
+44) Uno F, gh en Are — Dunn Dei Saceados. 


Opp. de Unit. Ecc 


ks + £2.08 
tions were taken out of the Old Teſtament, and what 
# Aaron and his Sons and the Levites were in the Tem- 
ple; that Biſhops, Presbyters, and Deacons may chal- 
*:lengein the Chriſtian Church. Ca) EPR: +. 
. 'vecondly, Our Saviour's Example ſeems all to tend the II. 
ſame way, He aſſerted his own Title to the ſupreme 
Government of his own Church; Te call me Maſter and S. Job. 13.13. 
Lord, and ye ſay well, for ſo I am. He divided that Au- 
thority among his Apoſtles, As my Father hath ſent me, S. ob. 20. 21. 
even ſo ſend I you. He eſtabliſh'd an Eccleſiaſtical Judica- 
ture, which muſt have ſuperiour Officers to preſide and 
determine, Tell it the Church, as an Appeal from private 8. M. 18.13. 
Admonition to publick Cenſures. When he diſſuaded 
his Apoſtles from exerciſng Dominion and Authority as S. Ma. 20. 25. 
the Gentiles did; He ſuppoes'd a Spiritual Juriſdiction, 
He only moderated and bounded the Exerciſe of it; 
not with temporal Force and ſecular Pomp, but with 
Humility, and a Government of the Conſcience by a 
Spirit of Meekneſs, that could not degrade them, any 
7 than it had degraded their Lord himſelf, Whoſoever „er. 27 
will be chief among jou, let him be your Servant, even as 
the Son of Man came not to be miniſtred unto, but to mini- 


(4), Ur — Traditiones Apoſtolicas fumptas de veteri Teftamento. - 
Quod Aaron & Fil 


i ejus & Levitz in Templo fuerunt; hoc ſibi Epiſco- 

pi Presbyteri & Diaconi in Eccleſia vendicent. Hieron. Epiſt. ad Exagy. 

Thus Mr. Hooker obſerves, That St. Gprian deem d it no vreſting of 
Scripture, to challenge as much for Chriſtian Biſhops, as was given to 

the High- Prieſts among the Jews ; and to urge the Law of doſes, as 

proving it moſt effectually. And that St. Jerom thought it alſo a = 
Argument to ground the Office of Biſhops upon, Eccleſ. Pol. Book VII. 
$5: Jo which may be added, That ius often argues upon a like 
eference to the Adminiſtration of the Jewiſh Church ; as particularly 
in his Epiſt. to the Philadelphians, cap. viii. and to the Magnefians, 
cap. vii, Nay and the Primitive Biſhops wore a Part of the 

ing Habit of the High-Prieſt, as Epiphanius affirms of St. James, Epiphan. 
Panar, Lib. I. T. 1. Hær. 29. and Lib. III. T. 2. Her. 78. and Pommes 

Zeportedoof St. 5 ohn, Euſeb. Hiit, Lib. V. p.23. 
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8 Luke 22:29. World, And 1 appoint u von Kingd 
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4s Get 1. ( #ppointtd' over that me en 


Ads 15. 2. 


(6) 
And vhorefors vipdn this very Diſcourſe st. Puke 
222 that our — na confirm'd their Spiritual 
Power, and ſettled them in his 2 not of this 
as'my y Father 
hath. appointed: »nto me. AN which does evidently imp Ply, 
char Gr Saviour founded his Church in his on i 
maey; and being himſelf tile eternal High- Prieſt, he 
could not devolve that ſupreme Office upon any ſingle 
x — but he committed his full Power on Earth 
jointly and ſeverally' (a) to bis AjoMNes and their Suc- 
ce. I. 18. eeſſors, as De es and Rep relemtatives of * Heal 


. E be Body, which was the © Chuck; 
to this 


The Practice of the Apoſtles was agreeable 
iyine Inſtitution. For EC 5 Bl led "a 
nded*' in Himſelf» all he 255. Orders, a 


171.225. Wis called by the diſtinet Names of Bil 
Heb. 6. 20. hed, 


n Apoſtles, "who x miniſtred in them ſeverally; 


55 8 an 
Deacon: Sg he committed the eint Offices to his Twelve 


till they 
d themſelves of t the Diaconal Office, and 
te Order of. 
Ari after this, them in the growing Care 15 
their Prieftly e Office. in Prayer and the Minty of the 
Word and Sacraments, they ordain d Elders or Presby- 
ters, Who as an Inferiour Order were diftinguifht From 
the "Ar Js, in the, firſt Sbriftivn Church, and in the 
Keck Christian Council, The Office of Governing, Or⸗ 
daining, 2nd: Confirm ; frems to have been. wholly 
reſerye d to the Apoſites "il the Gofpel being farther 
Propagated, the Carp 'of all the Churches was too 
great for then, and ſo it became expedient to com- 
ythority, wn remoter Cities and Nations 
5s, 8 unto 


firſt dich 


15. Go ; 
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(a) Hence St. -Gypriau takes ha | Biſhops: to Is ARS. rather of he 
Ot 8 ee t; Vue Epiſcepatts,, 4 Fel . 
Epiſcopis) in ſolidum Pars zeneter. « 3k Sfr. de Unitat. Eccl, 


RY * 1 


— 


(7) 


unto others, called by the Holy Ghoſt, and ſeparated by 


their Prayers and Impoſition of Hands. It was thus, 
that Timothy was ſent to Epheſus, and Titus was left in 
Cretez not as Itinerant Evangeliſts only, but as ſtated 
Governors alſo ; (a) to ſet things in Order, and to or- 
der Presbyters in every City, And before the Death of 


all the Apoſtles, the Angels of the Afratick Churches Rævel. 2.1, &. 


muſt be the fixed Heads and Governors of them, accoun- 
table for the Diſorder and Corruption of their reſpective 
Charges. This confiſtent Scheme of Government does 
agree with many Paſſages in the New Teſtament, which 
can hardly be reconciled to a Parity of Presbyters. Why 
ſhould the Apoſtle diſtinguiſh between Governments and 


Helps, among thoſe whom God hath ſet in the Church ; 1 cur. 12. 28. 


if he meant not Rulers and Church- Governours with 
Miniſters ſubſervient to them? () The Apoſtle ſpeaks 


to the People, Obey them that have the Rule over you, Heb. 13.17. 


Tos Hywwivorsz One of the very firſt Writers after Inſpiration 
does expreſly diſtinguiſh theſe HD from the Presby- 


ters. (cY Again, the Elders 72 well are for that Rea - . Tim. 1.17; | 


ſon ponounc'd Worthy of double Honour or Maintenance; 

'O1 Aa mextgares, and Ngws is the Title, which Juſtin 

Martyr expreſly gives theBiſhop. Indeed, ſome of 2 
| B £63 


(a) They who go about to un-Biſhop Timothy and Titus, may as well 
un-Scripture the E; iſtles that were written to them; and make them on- 
ly ſome Particular and Occaſional Writings, as they make Timothy and 
Titus to have been only ſome Particular and Occaſional Officers. 
Bp. Sillingfleet in his Viſitation Charge, 1690. AF | 
(b) The Rod was only in an Apoftle's Hand, 1 Gr. 4. 21. None but 
an Apoſtle could boaſt of an Authority which the Lord had given,2Cor.10. 
8. 13. 10. The Apoſiles only delivered unto Satan, 1 Cox. 5. 5. 1 Iim. I. 20. 
And they only could be Bold in a Readineſs to revenge all Diſobedience, 
2 Cor. 10. 6. DN INES PRE” 
(c) Tad]egodutre 70e Hy,, uud x; Thy Thy x3, a rν.m 


- 
* 


Jes Tois rag d Nyse GUI. Cem. Ep. ad Crinth. & 1. And agua 


applies the Word del deco a to a Canonical Obedience to the Bühop, 
v xe lacoifανα Th Erioxh ro dt vũ ul. Ad Tralian. cap. Xu. 


(8) 
Adverfaries call for more expreſs Teſtimonies of 
Scripture 3 when theſe and other ſeem to be as expreſs, 
as could be given in that Apoſtolical and Extraordina- 
ry State of the Church. Hence in the Preface that leads 
to the Form and Manner of performing your Solemnit ies 
of this Day ; we are rightly inſtructed, that © It is e- 
a evident unto all Men diligently reading Holy Scripture 
« and Antient Authors, that from the Apoſtle's time, 
„ there have been thefe Orders of Miniſters in Chriſt's 
Church, Biſhops, Priefts, and Deacons, We have 
not, we need not, a more expreſs Declaration of the 
J udgment of our Church for the Scriptural and Apoſto- 
ical Inſtitution of Epiſcopacy. (2 
Fonrthly, If we run up to the Fountains of Antiqui- 
ty ; in the Mother Churches we can trace the Succeſſion 
of Biſhops all along to the time and to the very Perſons 
of the Apoſtles. renews is poſitive that Polycarp was 
conſtituted Biſhop of S--yr-a by the Apoſtles; (b) and 
that the Apoſtles gave the Adminiſtration of Epiſcopa- 
cy to Linus at Rome; (c) and that other Biſnops were 
thoſe to whom the Apoſtles delivered their reſpective 
Churches. (d) Tertullian calls Corinth, Philippi, Theſ- 
Salonica, Epheſus, and Rome, Apoſtolical Sees; and ap- 
peals to a conſtant Succeſſion in them. (e) And even 
St. Jerom carries up the Chain of Biſhops in Alexandria 
WE ag ans 5 5 to 
(Our Church hath wiſely and truly determined, That ſince the 
Apoſtle's Time there have been three Orders of Biſhops, Prieſts, and 
Deacons, and in a regular well conſtituted Church are to continue to 


the. World's End. . Sitingfleet's Serm. on Unreaſ. of Separation, p. 30. 
e) Trenzus at, lan Lib. ll cap. 3. T0 ot . [inp 


IV. 


ſcopatum adminiſtrandæ Eccleſiæ tradẽbant. emus anm- 
merare eos, qui ab Apoſtolis inſtituti ſunt Epiſcopi in lis, & Suc- 
ceſſores earum N ad nos. 1 1 
e), Tertull. de Preſcript. adv. Her. cap. 32+ So Theodoret aſſerts, that 
deen was therefore ſtiled the l of the Philippians, becauſe 
piſcopa Care of that Church was committed to. ham. In Frift ad | 


Dm. cap, ui. 


{ 
\ 


4 , GT | 


(9) 
to St. Mark himſelf. (4) Such a Cloud of Witneſſes, 
that they who would make Epiſcopacy a later Ordi- 
nance of Men, are put upon ſingular ways of Invention 
for it. St. Jerom, (who to humble the Arrogance of 
a certain Biſhop, and to curb the Inſolence of ſeveral 
Deacons, thought fit to exalt himſelf. and his Fellow 
Presbyters) was the firſt Writer, who made Epiſcopal 
Government an Inſtitution of Humane Policy : And he 
does it in ſuch a manner, as makes the thing abſurd and 
impoſſible : For he ſays, That Churches were go- 
« vern'd by a Common Council of Presbyters, till the 
“ People ſaid, I am of Paul, I of Apollot, and I of Ce- 
« phas ; every Presbyter thinking thoſe whom he bap- 
tired to be his Own, not Chriſt's; then one of the 
% Presbyters was put over the Reſt, to take upon him 
„the whole Care of the Church for Peace and Union: 
SY All which is a Suppoſition, that if taken together 
is inconſiſtent with it ſelf : And yet he comes out with 
a toto Orbe decretum, when before this Thought of his, 
no ſuch Decree was ever mention'd, or imagin'd, as far 
as we can learn. (c) And therefore when ſome modern 
Writers have laboured to fix the Time of this ſuppoſed 
Innovation ; they can by no means agree upon any one 
Period. Salmaſius is muy uncertain, whether 2 

2 the 


Nam Ale xandriæ a Marco Evangeliſta uſqʒ ad Herad am & Diony* 5 * 


(a 
ſium Peileo 8, Presbyteri 1 unum ex ſe electum in excelſiori gradu 
collocatum Epiſcopum nominabant. Ep. ad Euagr. 8 

G) Antequam Diaboli inſtinctu Studia in 1 fierent, & dice- 
retur in Populis, Ego ſum Pauli, Ego Apollo, Ego vero Cephas, communi 
Presbyterorum nds Eccleſiz gubernabantur: Poſtquam vero unus- 
quiſque eos quos baptizaverat ſuos putabat eſſe, non Chriſti ; in toto 

be decretum eſt, ut unus de Presbyteris electus ſuper poneretur c#ter1s, 
ad quem omnis Eccleſiæ cura pertineret, & Schiſmatam ſemina tollexen- 

tur. Hieron. in Ep. ad Titum. cap. I. . 
(e) See the Improbability of this Sudden and General Innovation, 
Den by the Learned h ig nne Dan 
w Im. IO W ag Fs 


Monks or Gl 
an Argument againſt Primitive Epiſcopacy in England, or at leaſt in 


= 
the Beginning or Middle of the ſecond Century. (29 
Blondel thinks it could not happen hefore the Year 140. 


CY And yet a late learned Author, upon a new Scheme, 


would aſcribe this mighty Revolution to a Colledge of 
Apoſtles at Epheſus between the Years 105 and 112. (c) 
They all advance their various Conjectures without any 
one written Teſtimony, which could not be wanting, 
if any of their ſuppoſed Facts were true. Hence ſome 
of our Adverſaries have been ſo well convinc'd of an 
Epiſcopacy cozval with the Apoſtles themſelves ; that 
they only deny it to have been like our Dioceſan Form; 
They would have the one Biſhop and one Altar to be one 
Congregation, and one Paſtor of it : But this is ſo irre- 
concileable to the State of Cities and their Diſtricts, 
that it has been abundantly proved to be an incoherent 
and impracticable Notion. (d) 


But F:fthly and laſtly, Were we to confider only the 
Reaſon of the Thing, this alone would perſuade us to 


reverence Epiſcopacy as the trueſt and wiſeſt Inſtitution. 


A Parity in Church Officers muſt have been more apt 


to kindle Strife and Emulation : On this very prudential 
Account, the Apoſtle argues for the Prophets to be ſub- 
Sgt | | ject 


_— 


157 _ Y 


(a) Malo Meſſalinus, p. 223, 224. 

8 _ = — Higan, 1 * | 
c) Henr. Dodwelli Paræneſis ad exteros, &c. $ 23. p. 94. a 
(ad) Dr. Henry Maurice againſt Mr.Carkſon and Mr. Baxter. As to 
our own Kingdom, our own Laws do rightly declare our original Con- 
Aitution, The Stat. of Carliſle 25 Ed. I. and the Stat. of Proviſors 25 
Ed. III. do affirm, that the Church of England was founded in Prelacy or 
Dioceſan Epi 1 5 As to the Story of Biſhops ſubject to Abbots and 
es, of which Blondel, Selden, and Baxter have gloried as 


Scotland : The Matter of Fact is but a Confirmation of E iſcopacy ; For 
even thoſe greater Monaſteries which were exempt from ch 
riſdiction, thought it neceſſary to have a Biſhop among themſelves, to 


Perform thoſe Epiſcopal Offices, which the Abbot or Monk, as Presbyter, 
ena, IO 


3 


e Dioceſan Ju- 


' ind ws „ A 


: © 5 54 | 
ject to the Prophets, the Leſs in Subjection to the Great- 

er: Why? becauſe God is not the Author of Confuſion but 1 Cor. 14. 32, 
of Peace, as in all Churches of the Saints; i. e. in all Chri- | 

tan Churches. On the ſame Topick of Reafon, he 

infers, that the Members of our natural Body have MN 
their different Offices and Stations, that there ſhould be 1 Cor. 12. 25. 
vo Schiſm in the Body He applies this Argument dire&- 

ly to the Conſtitution of the Church, the Body of Chriſt ; 
wherein Divine Wiſdom made the Inequality, God hath ver. 28. 
ſet Some in the Church, firſt Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets, 

thirdly Teachers, &c. And he does with ſoft Eloquence 
reprove the Abſurdity and the Miſchief of a Parity in 
Eccleſiaſtical Officers, Are all Apoſtles Are all Prophets? &c. ver. 29. 
Hence Clemens of Rome addreſſes to the Schiſmatical C- 
rinthians upon this very Principle of Peace and Order 

and Common Good; ſays he, Let us Men and Bre- 

** thren obſerve the Soldiers, how agreeably and rea- 

* dily they obey their Orders: For they are not all Ge- 

** nerals or Captains, but every Man in his proper Poſt 

** executes the Word of his Commander. () And there- 

fore St. Jerom, when he founded Epiſcopacy upon ſome  * 
later unknown Decree, confeſſes the Expediency , 
and even the Neceſſity of it, That the Seeds of Schiſm 
might be ſo taken away. Nay Calvin uſes a like way 

of Reaſoning, and makes it © natural and agreeable 

«© to the Sence of Mankind, that in every Aſſembly 
there ſhould be at leaſt a Moderator; as no Court 

* without a Conſul, no Bench without a judge, 

* no Colledge without a Preſident, no Society without 

* a Maſter. (b) And again, a late Writer (however 

| | fingular 


(a) Clem. Rom. Epiſt, ad Corinth. & xxxvii, ? 

(b) Hoc enim fert Natura, hoc Hominum Ingenium poſtulat, ut in 
quovis Coetu (etiam ſi ſint equales r unus tamen ſit, 
velut Moderator, in quem alii reſpiciant: Nulla eſt Curia ſine Conſule, 
nullus Confeſſus Judicum ſine Prætore ſeu Queſtore, Collegium nul- 


lum fine Prefecdo nul fine Magiſtro Societas, Caly,loſtit, I, 4, cap. 6.58. 


* 
3 
* 


. | (12) 
ſingular in other Thoughts) hath done Juſtice to this 
Part of the Argument, by ſhewing the Wiſdom of Pro- 
vidence in-eſtabliſhing this Government of the Church, 
as beſt adapted to the ordering of Societies, and the u- 
niting of Churches, as well within themfelves, as with 
one another. (4) 5 F 
It ſeems to be for this Reaſon, that the firſt Favour. 
ers of Presbytery made it a Notion without trying the 
Practice of it. Aerius himſelf gather'd no Churches out 
of the Epiſcopal Diſtrict: St. Jerom did by no means 
ſuggeſt the want of another Decree for aboliſhing Epiſ- 
copacy : And when the new Frame of Presbytery was 
firſt erected at Geneva, it was not an Option, nor im- 
mediately a Principle; it was ſo great a Neceſſity, that 
God muſt judge of the Excuſe. It was the like in other 
Kingdoms and States, where they Reform'd without E- 
piſcopacy, they did not reject it, but rather the Ini- 
uity of the times would not admit it. For as to the 
tting up a Divine Right of Presbytery, and expelling 
Biſhops of the ſame Faith and Communion, this could 
not have been done in that Age, without the blackeſt 
Imputation of Schiſm and Sacrilege. (V) It is ſome Com- 
fort, that Epiſcopal Churches are in their own Nature 
beſt adapted to a Seli-Preſervation ; and moſt likely to 
be continued or re-eftabliſh'd to the World's End: while 


the Churches of as modern Frame cannot fo well ſtand 


8 S. Mat. 15513. 


| * (4) Henr. Dodw. Paraneſis, $ 38, 39. 


or recover themſelves. Any Plants which our heavenly 
Father hath not planted are the more cafily rooted up. 
Presbytery, when it was here brought in by Sword and 
folema Covenant,did before its full Settlement, fink and 
give way to more Popular Claims and Confufions : 


And 
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(b) Enicxorer et THebuligs x4Tay tr bddper itgyounka idr · Condil: 


6d; AR. in Binio, Lem. iv, p.427 
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of the Angels or Biſhops of the ſever Churches, Some are 
commended for trying the falſe Apoſtles, and for hating evil. 2. 2,6, 


„ ²˙ A OT 


() Td 75 oyoue Ie e,: , Y d %-. Zonar in Con- 


Fil. Epbeſ. 0 my 


borem non Delicias, 


(13) " 


And thoſe few who are now diſpoſed to wiſh that 


_ 7 I believe conſcious of the impracticable Pro- 
my 20 TIT $2.01 n * | 

| we come now to the Second General Head, the Gao II. 
Work of 4 Biſoop ; For to the Office in the Text is joined 

the Good Work, and let them be inſeparable; 

This Good Work does include the extenſive Duties of 
a Biſbop, and directs him to the Deſire not of Honour 
or Profit, but of Uſefulneſs and Service in the Church 
of God. A Laborious Office, and what the Ancients 
call'd it a tremendous Burden. () The moſt eminenr 
ways of diſcharging the Good Work were briefly theſe. 

Firſt, By preſerving the Faith and Truth of Docfrine; I. 
and by ſuppreſſing all Hereſies and Errors. The great | 
Duty of thoſe whom the Holy Ghoſt made ,v Bi- 455 20. 29. 
ſhops in Afa, was to watch againſt the grievous Wolves, 

i. e. the Hereticks, and the Speakers of perverſe Things. 

A great Reaſon of St. Paul's appointing Timothy to abide 
Governour of the Church of Epheſus, was to charge Men 1 Tim, i. 3; 
againſt teaching any other Doctrine. The Commiſſion to 

Titus was to fpeak the things which become ſound Doctrine; um 1.9 


and to reje# the Heretic, who would not be reclaim d 


by a firſt and ſecond Admonition. And in the Character I 2. 1. 


Deceivers 3 Others are condemn'd for holding the Do- 3 14% 2 
Erine of the Nicolaitans and for ſuffering Men to teach 7225 
Iolatry, and ſeduce the Servants of God. * 

| ence 


1e. I 
Hieron ad Ocean. Ep. 83. Lom: 


CRE © 
Hence the Primitive Biſhops ſent round a Form of 
their Belief to Neighbouring Biſhops, as a Teſt for be- 
ing admitted to Communion with them: And ſoon at- 
ter, they were called upon at their Conſecration to re- 
nounce all the prevailing Hereſies, and to make a full 
Confeſſion of the right Faith before their Metropolitan. 
(a) Our Saxon and firſt Norman Biſhops drew up a ſo- 
lemn Profeſſion of their Orthodox Belief; and left it on 
Record as a Teſtimony againſt them, if ever they rece- 
ded from it. (b) By the Rules of our preſent Eſtabliſh'd 
Church, We are happilyſecured in this Character of Sound 
and Orthodox Biſhops ; both by written Profeſſions or 
ſolemn Subſcriptions made unto our Articles and antient 
Creeds ; and by verbal Declarations renew'd in the moſt 
plain and publick Manner. (c) So many Aſſurances gi- 
ven, that we ſhould not, without an open Demonſtra- 
tion, ſuſpect the contrary of any of our Preſent Fathers: 
Much leſs ſhould we be Captions and Querulous againſt 
any of their Writings, and ſeek out the Arts of impu- 
ting Hereſy to them; only. to traduce our Superiors, 
and to wound our common Faith. Eſpecially when a- 
mong thoſe Fathers, many have ſhew'd their Learning 
and their Zeal, beyond the Example of any one Age, in 
defending that our common Faith againſt the Adverſaries 
on every ſide. For it is indeed the Biſhop's Duty, not 
only to profeſs the true Faith, but to aſſert and main- 
tain it againſt all unreaſonable Gainſayers. This was 
the ſpecial Authority and Care of the Primitive Biſhops ; 


and 


(4) Concil. Carthag: IV. Can. 1. in Binio, Tom. 1. p. 588. 

) We have ſeveral of theſe Forms remaining in our antient Regi- 
ſters. By an old Provincial Conſtitution of our Church, the Biſhops 

were to have their ſolemn Profeſſion read over to them twice a Year. 
Tonnood Provinc. de voto, &c. f. 103. & Concil. Angl. Tom. 2. f. 227. 

(ce) See the Queſtions and Anſwers in the Office of Conſecration; 
Are gon perſmaded that the Holy Scriptures contain ſuffeiently all Doctrine re 

red Needffity for Eternal Salvation (Wc. 


, - 


* 
wo . 


preſcribd ſome 


His Abſence, and promiſed to ,ſer the reſt in Order mben f cor. 11. 3 
be ſhould come. It was for this Reaſon, that the Apoſtles 
were in Travels and continual Circuits, to water the 


hy 4 ”5 * 
and ſo Happy 4s. the Conſtitution of our own Churbh, 
that the Biſhops have a Legal as well as Apoſtolical 


Rig ht of SIE eee Talkers and Wri- 


not indeed iſons and Flames; yet with the 
britta Miethods of Admonithing, Rebubing, and Re- 
5 Ain Some Examples of this Wabdhstene Dicipline 


Nen en lately given ; and alas! there i is Occaſion for 
making more Examples. 
For.-Serondliy, another Gad 11; rk of the Biſhop 


ying-the Exceſſes and Defects of things and Perſons 
within the Dioceſs or Charge committed to him. St. Paui 
ulations to the Church of Corinth in 


Churches after their planting of them: And in remoter 
Parts, they fixt their Delegates to Epiſcopize or Overſee 
the Flocks and the inferiourShepherds of them; and to 
ſet in Order the. things that were want On this Ae- 


ing: 
count of awful Inſpe — the Biſhops were called the 


Eyes of the Church ;, ( 12 7 an early Writer would have 
the Biho 2 all over Eye, (b) to ſee all things : And 
becauſe thit was im ble, they had their vicarial 1 

ö the ch-deacons, the ** lemental Eye. 
Biſhop, to diſcover thoſe Spots — Blemiſhes, w ich 
by the Biſhopꝰs Hand were to = cleanſed and done away. 
This Overſight of the Biſhops laid the Foundation of 
their. Spiritual — which were properly called the 
art ef |; ene TA can medled _—_ __ 
59.07 2897 © HH uſes 
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a is to 
e up Diſcipline and Order, by reforming and ſup- 
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then 
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Cauſes relating to Chriſtian Faith and Chriſtiah Morals. 
The Matters of Tithes, Matrimony, Adultery, Teſta- 


ments, B and Defamation, were not transferred | 
ance by the Superſtition of Princ 925 
It 


* 


to their Cogni +: r of Princes, 
fome have enviouſly repreſentea) but were origina 

in them, fo far as they were Caſes of Conſcience, and 
of a Spiritual Concern. (4) And when before the 
Conqueſt, our Biſhops and Counts had their Seat and 
Court together; it was not the Practice (as ſome have 


. that the Eccleſiaſtical and Lay-Magiſtrate 


ad the promifcuous Right of determining in Spiritual 
and Civil Cauſes. No! they fate together with a fepa- 
rate Authority ; the Inquiſition was firſt made by the 
Bifhop into Cauſes of Religion and the Church; and 
75 the Count or Sheriff into Breach of the King's 
Peace, or Trefpaſs on the People's Property. (5) When 
the Courts were divided, the Biſhops were the fitting 
Jud es in their own Courts ; and may I humbly ſpeak 
it, the Reſtoring of Diſciplige can never be effectual, 
and perſonal Preſidency of the Bifhops,” affiſted by the 
Learned in the Laws. This Care of all the Churches 


till thoſe Courts are reſtored to the me re full Authority 


within bis Diſtrict made it neceffary for the Biſhop to 


* 
£ 


'It was after 
2 2 e * 


hold his Viſtations, which were, no dope, firſt hotden 


at the N Diſcretion for Time as well as Place. 


3 7 


td, here in Englard, a Cuftom, and by 


* . . 
* 


„„ Guris ri ſtianitatis, the Spiritual Court. Hence che Rural Dean 


— 


as judge of the Court within his on Precinct was called Decanus Chri- 
5 2 ; and Juſtitiam Chriſtianitatis facere was to give Sentence in the 
Ece 


2 
P. Silingfleet s Eecleſ. Cafes. p. 10. 


eſiaſtical Court. | 
(b). Concil. Berg hamfted ſub Withredo Rege Cantii, An. 697; Can 1. 


Libera ſit Eccleſia fruaturq; ſuis 5 #dicits, Spelm. Concil. Tom. 1. 2 194. 
PS 


($6 fas as J can find by King Edward's Laws, cap. 4. the 
then proceed by the Eccleſiaſtical Laws, although they fate in the 
unty Court.. Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes were fixſt heard and decided there. 
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Degees a Canon, to viſit once a Tear; (a) till the Bi- 
ſhops being interrupted by growing Cares and Troubles, 
and eſpecially by expenſive Calls to Rome, were content 
ta viſit Perſonally once in three Years, yet ſtill Annually 
Jener eee 6 tho the Proxy did not then ex- 

Jude the Principal; but Biſhops might have then viſi- 
ted, whenever they pleas'd in Perſon. Qur Epiſcopal 
Viſitations haye been kept up with due Conſtancy; and 
are no doubt the moſt effectual when done with moſt 
Leiſure and Application, What if the Articles of En- 
quiry were in one Form? (V But to what Purpoſe any 
thing, till Oaths are more regarded. Let me only add, 
the Decay of Diſcipline is a general and tao juſt Com- 
plaint ; but it can never be redreſsd without exertin 
that Authority which remaineth in the Biſhops, (c) and 

wiſhing at leaſt for an Increaſe of that Authority: In 

the mean time, if we labour to diminiſh it, we help to 

deſtroy the remaining Diſcipline of the Church, and to 

| undermine the ancient Foundations of it. 

.. Thirdly, Another Good Work of the Biſhop is to or- III. 

dain Men to the ſeveral Orders of Miniſtry in Chriſt's 

Church. The Prieſthood was alway an Honour which | 

no Man dared to take unto * HN without being called Heb. 3. 4. 

ende nn l b a. Rs a of 


0 (a) Unuſquiſq; Epiſcopus Parochiam ſuum omni anno ſemel circumeat: 4 
4 Conal: Calcuth. Anno 717. Spelm. Tom. 1. p. 293. See alſo the Council 2 
e under Guthbert A. B. of Cant. Can. 3. the Conſtitutions of Odo A. B. of 
Cant. Cap. 3. and a Canon of a Council under Edgar, Can 3. and an E- 
piſtle of Boniface to Cuthbert, ih Þ 2 38. 

b) Bp. Stillingfleet's Eccleſ. Caſes. 8“. p. 102. 
(*) Such a Form was debated and conſidered and prepared, tho' not 
agreed upon, in the Convocation 1661. 2 8 

( e) In all the Son Councils we find no mention of any Ecclefiaſtical 
18 but what was in the Biſhops themſelves . Bp. e 

clef. Caſes, p. 235. When there came a Neceſſity of taking in other 
ps Perſons with a delegated Power, it was ſtill allow'd that ure communt 
ve the Juriſdiction was in the Biſhop ; but ure ſpeciali & in Auxilium E- 
= Piſcopi it might be delegated to others, ib, p: 243. 
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* T Gel. He ſent by bis Father, did in like 
Manner” fend” Oy les Ayn they laid their Bands 
on others of a: oof Report; and fucceedin earn 

| kept up a Suc of 12 vangefical Mini 
L 18. Timothy had received bis Gift by the eng ofthe Hands 


* of St. Faul, withthe Hands of the Presbytery ; and there- 

1 Tim. 5+ 22. fore he himfelf was fo to ordain others, but with great 
27im-2.2 Caution, to tay Hands ſuddenly on no Mar; to commit 
the Office to none but faithful Mem + And ſo was Tias 

Bas 1. 5. impower'd to ordain Elders in every City, as the Apoſtle 
had appointed. It is obfervable, that no Rules of Or- 

dination are given in any of the Canonical E Miles, but 

N in thefe two directed to ſingle Go vernours o Cburches; - 

2 good Proof of the Apoſtle's Meaning, that the Office 

| of Orduining, and the Triaf of Perſons to be Oruained. 
: hoot belong to the Governors of the Church, and 

bs: their continua} Succeffors : This was the Law and unin- 
_ terrupted Practice of the Primitive Ages. S. Jerom when he 
Was in the moſtlevelling Humour, dy pteaſed to except 
Ordination as the Biſhop's fole R Right) And M. Built a 
great Patron of Presbytery confeffes, () that in S. rian 8 
time, Ordination was fla and 75 Epeopat 
Right. This Apoſtolical Prerogative is ly confirm'd 
by our wife and excellent Conſtitution: r c) Nay and the 


nd rejecting of i kor unworthy Perſhns; 
YN 3 — A preferv'd: — ntN 


not hicherto- annulfd or reſtraimd by any lieigious De- 
vices. A \ weighty ACS] * AER this Righe 
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(a) Quidenia * r nn | 


RE ITE  Chopalie- Juris les fuiſſa in Coprianict Satt; 

1 mationem 18 uris 1 nici 

u Eccleſiaconfitgmun. Dail. de ente Latin, Relig, Lbs I. 2.19.5. 19m: 
1 * Aline 


() Artic. of Relig. 23; 
$1. "vhs Car. 2. cap. 4. 1 | NAA 
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2 8 
with the utmoſt Care and Cireninſ 
when once the Holy Orders are obtainsd, how-hard i is: 
it te ſhut out ill Men from the Cure of Souls? Our Fre- 
lates have generouſſy endeavoοπνπν d- to deny Admillion. 
(5) to the Uliterats and Srandalous: But alas tim Chris 
ffian Vertue muſt often yield to the'Legal-N 
Foaurthly, Confirmation is another Good Work, whick 


laid their Hands on Lay- Belie vers, to convey: 
fome of tlie extraordinary Giſis of the 2 80 
when a Deacon Had cotruetted and baptized ſome Peo-· 
ple of Samaria, two ef the Apoſties were: ſent: for, to 

eOMfrrm them by Icpoſition of Hands "ny 
Holy Ghoſt, And this Do@rine'of the Laying on. of 
being jon ec with tet of Bapiſud feems. argue, char 
it was a Practice of the Apoſties to Perſons: in 
the Faith, whereto they 


had been before Baptined. St. 
prian taiks of it as à ſettled Cuſtom in his Time: (e 


And St. Frrom too confeſſes the prevailing Practice. (d 
Nay M. Dai under alf his Prej judfcesi does agree, 
e jon - was ö a! \Apoſtolica} Ride derived down 


VETO ny 14 , $1 (4251 MC a 34 va 0 
So. 6 ud ewe” Lune 1 Free 
n of A. ——— 
Province, by her Majeſty's Command, to prevent the Admittance of un- 
meet Men into the Miniſtry, and not to- ſuffer ſuch. as are diſſolute in 


Life ro remain therein. Data Goydon. 6. Septerwber"05S6) rs; jw 


Archbiſhop's Circular Letter © 
Y -The-Articuli-Gleri under II. ä 
ad Beneficium Eccleſiaſticum, pertinet Examinatio-ad Judicem 
eum & ita eſt hactenus ubtanun, & flat in futurum . My | 
faith expreſly, that the Bxamination. of” the Ability and _ ihe 
— ſented belongs to the dae who is. che Peeleindtent Judge 3 
is Examination — e, and hot a Miniſtar, and may and: 


of a the A 15% Mem Vil; 
-Oprian Bpiſti heath: - 


„p. 632. be Pro meet 5. Rep. p. 58. Such was che Opinion 
00 8 155 „ 
WO! Hieron, ad Lucifer. 


2 -For 


ſeems to have — derived from the — ow: | 


his 


ought — refuſe the Perſon pre "Ir he be not Perſona.idonea;; Coke 


that 


| C3 


the 405 8. 17. 8 
Heb. 6. 2. 


e 
to the — Age-of St. Cyprian, 


and ſtill worthy 
to berretained./ C4) It was of great Uſe and Service, 
till Popety cotrupted #hic, 28 well as all the other Pub- 
lickiundinances of (b) Our Church hath re- 
ſtore® it to a Purity Perfection, if ad miniſtred ac: 
cording to her: ſtri& Rules and Canons. It has been 
adminiſtred of late Years with more Frequency and to 
greater Multitudes, than in any of the later Ages; and 
for the moſt Part with due Solemnity and Care. It is a 


Wark offibe Biſhop, that requires Patience, and Strength, 


and Time, and Travel ; and the greateſt Difficulty, that 


of obliging the Parochial Clergy to prepare and preſent 


unto the Biſnhop ſuch (and ſuch only) as are fit to be 


Cafirmed, and kan to admit none to the Holy Commu- 


V. 


1 Cor. 1. 17. 


and: Glory of his: Apoſtolical Miſſion. This” was — 


nion, but thoſe who have been Cd, or be Baan, 
ud Deſercus to he Confirmed, (c) I 34589359 624 

There be many other Branches in the Good Wort of a 
Biſhop 3 ſuch as Fiſthly, Preaching and Inſtructi 7 
People. This was eſteemed by St. Paul as the chi 


prefly commended unto our Timothy, as it was likewiſe 
unto Titas. The Biſhop was to Preach the Word, to be 


apt to Teach, and to be able by Sound Doctrine both to ex- 


r. -- to convince 1 the Gau 9 A540 Publick 


7 — 


© 80 de Genet Abb. Tak p. ard 97 1 1 
8 ith Confirmation, turn d inte a Sacrament, was 2dminifired 
to meer even immediately after Baptiſm. Concil. Angl. T. 2. 


p. 531 or within a Veat after the Birth of he Child, ib. p. 140, 165. 


Or within two Years at fartheſt, ib. p 353, 440 
and ſimple Superſtition, of providi "Fil ers to bind their Heads for lay- 
ing on the Union; and thoſe, Fillets at the Font, and — 


ie 4ſt che ſhook bs uſed. fat Witchcraft, Gt. See Lyndnoed 
6 deli "| A et 


11) Selk B. Whit gifts A e me Biſhops of his Province to preſs | 
the Duties of Sarl and „in Septemb. 1591. Reg. Whitgitt, 


440. and then with the odd 


Pars 1. p. 181. and the cy ning K hüten, de Archbitops,' 


* 1694. 


> P 


* 


0 21 )- 
| Preactiing was eſteett d ſo Epiſcopal a Duty in the Pri- 
mitive Church, that it was Ape the Biſhops, 
as their peculiar Honour! () Our happy CoMitution 
makes it leſs needful; 'becaufenthe BIS taPhihis Li- 
censd Preacher in every Pariſhʒ (dS ber he's Biſhop ad 
Paſtor of the whole * Dioceſs h his proper Cure ; and 

whenever he does inſtruct Rom the Pulpit, he puts 
Preaching it ſelf in Countenance; he commands the 
more fulf and attentive Audience ; he can reprove,' re. 
bake, and exhort with greater Authority and more à ful 
Impreſſion, than we private Miniſters can do. And 
here let Envy confeſs it the Glory of our Chureh, that 
her Biſhops are eminent i in this Talent, and neglecr not 
the uſe of it. 52 : 1767 PTC) nnr Nn * 

Sixtbly, Another Good mord of the Biſhop 18 Chabity VL 
and Beneficence. The Character of a Biſhop, as it fo 

22 the Text, is to be of good Behaviour; given to 
 Hoſpwality, not covetons, of Me Rep ort. Hence Timor | 
hal his Inſtrucious e for t poor Widows, a. 
to raiſe a Fund for Diſtribution in 854 Works. Andi 6.8. 
Tit»s was in all things to ſhew himſelf 4 Pattern of Good 1 2. J. 
Works, and to put Others in mind, to be Ready io every 3. 1. 
Good Work. Hence the Primitive Biſhops dere the 13:4 35. 
Stewards of the Church, the Houſhold of 17 3 08 Trea- 2 Tin. 5. 9. 
furers and Diſpenſers of all the Alms an . 
of their People. ( And tho the gf 5 . | 
an World is now aner d Fot this Trat of wy bo is 


3 n — 
9 1 2 * 


5 Aan _— — 


© This Catom e Aſtaire of 56. f * 

1 in vita Auguſtini, cap. 555. Hence the Homilies or un; how of: 
Chryſoftom; St. Ampbro thoſe Fathers, who were Biſnops; 'where- 

as we find none of Nature aſcribed to Si. J the Frei, or St. 


Hilary the Deacon: 
by; poſtot. 1. 3 Sn Oed Corhag:iv. Can-14- Oenein | 


() See Conſtit. A 


Anise. Can. 2: TE RE TR ERS | 
ad Fel Canthag 34 1 | 20 1 7 8 * c e. 520 


, 
—_ ĩ˙ ⁰?2¹WnW.Vi — m — 


1 — — 


Kin neee e | 
but-bycour Statutes ad Comman Law. (ch) The or- 
diary ere e igt dann unoche Chan- 
nal 3 buög ingy Objects) of Charity are mul- 
tiply 857 c be Day aper for the Widqws.and 

the Peorer Clergy ; to augment the inſufficient 
Living; 10-0 to —— Schoolks;of Charity ; to pro- 
Pagatę Foreign Parts; to help on the Ho- 
ſpitals. — 15 decay d 0 debe and Sea men z Hheſe are che 
ſauding Reteits. of Fublick Charity z and the private Oc- 
caſions are innumerable. And our Prelates mult exceed 
the Primirtve Fathers in Thu, that they cannot now 
draw ont of any Common Stock 3 Cd) but muſt di- 
| ſpenſe their own Property in ſuch large Shares ; that 1 
* \ chin. all Men may fardearito aux tha Revenues, het 
are ebargd with ſuch an ample Diſtribution. 
VII. But: — and Laſtly, — Work 52 4 
"Biſhop is hisHoly Life, 2 Good Enfample.to. the F lock. 
ir The firſt and beſt Comment on the Text is what is im- 
+ > mediately ſubjoimd to it, 4 Nſbap u hem muſt be cl amel eſa, 
[ dect andimthe ych Ven he muſt; have n good; Report even 
1 af abem bat ure without, leſt: he fall into Reproach,. and 
= - Inf waghte-hrefiaentb abp-fmare of the n en Rail- 


1 « | 6 Wa? hs 4 
br — . . 82 2 9 obo WF Sr Sond oy 10 vinings 


2 255 to * 7 2 9 * 


15 
"| it * @ 5 a 
= Wort Act not to be any way e 


1 Ordinary 

8 p 4) fx Brhop erledrre Diyine Service in any PartfhrofhisDiocefe, 
WO Nene Sag ck bar Bes baden Rep. Ct of ole and 
4} Sober ap: 10 eoilimod 5 


e Bepo nl, hehe Here, the dees 
Ad Be — the Hals ef the. Biſhop, Tertull. 
oh ian means this — res of _ 
7 — E QpON , 
d- NMaigteande for the Clexgy,: and. Eroviſton fer the 

et. 64, 66, &c. E 2 0 1954 1s | 


PR. 
* 


'Y 2 — the 


_—_ e 


ö . 1 
l: 8 . e Ep 
= : " 
. 
41 
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er, of the Incarnate Devil, which I take to be the Senſe 


of the Phraſe in this Place, and in that other,2 Ti. 2.26. 
In ſhort, the whole Paſtoral Charge of St. Paul to Ti- 
mothy was given to this End, that he might know how 
to behave himfelf in the Houſe of God, by exerciſing. bim- 


ſelf unto Godlineſs, and being an Example of the Belie- 


vers, in Word, in Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in 
Faith, in Purity. It was for this Luſtre of Piety and 
Virtue, that the Primitive Biſhops were.called the Stars 
and great Luminaries of the Church. God hath reſerved 
us to the Times of Liberty and Libelling our Betters, 
wherein many have been ſeeking occaſion to defame and 
vilify our Spiritual Fathers; and yet I do not remember 
that any Impiety or Immorality hath been in earneſt 


objected to them. The one or two that could alone be 


judicially accuſed, were not ſpared : For there ought 
to be no Exemption from the Diſcipline of the Church 


and why ſhould any murmur. at the Legal Exercife of 


! 


it ? Ae 7 „Ai FI en VEALG an © 
To conclude with a few Inferences. 

Firſs, Let us bleſs God for the Excellence of our own 
| Conſtitution, which is as near to that of the Apoſtolical 
Churches, as Time and Place can poſſibly allow. Let 
us bleſs God, that our Biſhops are redeemed from Sub- 


8 jection to a Foreign Prelate, and are in the Nuts of Li- 

berty confirm d in the, firſt General Counei), as an an- 
5 tient Cuſtom, to be Suffragans only to their own Me- 
tropolitan. That no Oath is required at their Conſecra- 
; tion (a) inconſiſtent; with Duty and Allegiance to their 
; LOR! tg rn VI bent 2c AT! 227 Natural 
tl N nl Aua rens 
(0) K. Milian Rufus p teſted againſt dil, A. B. of Cent, for intro- 
L ducing an Oath of Obedience to the Pope; Protaſtarus eff illum nequaquam 
n, dem quam fibi debebat, ſimul & Apoſtolice ſedis obedientiam, contra ſuam 
s,  voluntatem poſſe ſervare: Eadmer. Hiſt. Nov. p. 26. Yet this Oath of Sub- 
ae 


je@tion to ers was taken by the Engl I, Bilbops, till, Ganwer proteſted 
Re i por ee ee 


ms. ene 

Natural Prince. That we have no longer any Bulls, 
Palls, and other expenſive Wares from Rome, to oppreſs, 
enſlave, and exhauſt a Nation. (2) That the Validity 
of Orders is not now reſolved into the Intention of the 
Ordainer, which would make it impoſſible for us to 
depend on a Sueceſſion of Lawful Clergy. That we 
have now no Moek- Fathers without Families, or proper 
Sees belonging to them; no Titular Biſbops, contrary to 
the very Nature of Government, as well as to the Ca- 

nons of the Primitive Church. (0) 


Nay let us bleſs God, that we are reformed from the 
imperfect Beginnings of our Reformation: That we need 
no Licenſes or: COmmiſſions taken from the Civil Power 
to execute the Epiſcopal Office. (c.) That the Proceſs. 
in making and*ordering our Biſhops is more Regular, 
than the Jealouſie of thoſe times would at firſt allow. 
Cd) That Eccleſiaſtical Courts and Acts need not to be 
holden and made in any other Name, than that of the 


1 y af 


CS v 
©» < * . 
ry * * ＋ N 4 id , 
* 8 af 1 * 0 * 
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Y Cardinal Richlies in his Political Teſtament complains, that as to 
the Biſhops in France, the Charges of the Regale, of their Bulls, and o- 
ther Burdens 2 uſually eat up the three firſt Years Revenue of 
their —4 s; So that it is the fourth Year, before they can receive 
any — r themſelves, to maintain them upon their Biſhogricks, 
and e them to reſide in them. Part II. Cap. 2. 58S 4. 


The Sixth Canon of the Council of Calcedon prohibits all Ahſolute 
Ordirations (i. e. ſuch as are made without à Title) and excludes all who 
are ſo ordain d. See Dr. Prideaux s Learned Diſcourſe of the Validity of 
the Orders of the Church of England, ato. p. 82. 


0 As not only undr EA VI but under Hen. VIII. the Riſe were con 
ſtrain d to take, both Popiſh and Reform d; and the Neceſſity for it was 
2 to ſtop che 2 of deriving all Power from the Pope 
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proper Ordinary. Ca) That the Revenues of the Church 


are leſs ſubject to the Arts of Alienation and Spoil. (*) 
That Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſioners can no longer receive 


a Temptation to Arbitrary Power. In ſhort, the Ex- 


cellence .of our preſent Conſtitution is ſo viſible, that 
the Reformed ch 

to admire it: () Our better ſort of Diſſenting Brethren 
draw nearer to it: And under the faithful Protection of 
it's Royal Nurſing Mother, and the Legal Dependence 
on a Proteſtant Succeſſion, nothing can threaten any 
Danger to it, but our own Sins and Follies, which God 
forgive and reclaim. Bleſs we God, and be Thankful 
and Quiet, CET 

But Secondly, let us hope and pray, that whatever 


Addition can be made to our Happineſs, God in his 


Time will add thoſe Things unto us. 


In the Churches of Corinth and Crete, planted by an . cor. 11.34. 


urches abroad 1 * more and more 


II. 


Apoſtle, there were ſome things wanting to be after- Tina 1. 5. 


ward ſet in Order : and where is Perfection but in the 
Church of the Firſt-born in Heaven e May we not wiſh 
for ſome little ſuppletory Offices to our excellent Liturgy, 
eſpecially for admitting Converts, and reconciling Peni- 
'tents, to our Faith and Communion 2 May we not deſire 

| D 2 4 


See the udges Opinion concerning Fcclefiaſtical Juriſdiction exer- 

eis d by the Biſhops in their own Name, dat. 1 July, 1637. and the King's 

Proclamation.thcreupon declaring the Proceedings of his Majeſty's Eccle- 

„y Courts 1 er ail to — the Realm, 
1 , regn. 13. and Bp. ons Epiſcop. not Prejud.&c. 

re e he Diminution of the Poſe 
ricks, Cc. | 


(dee Stat. 1. Fac. I. cap. 3. 
ons of Archbiſhopricks and 


(b) See Bp. Garlton's Account of the Atteſtations given .to Epiſcopacy 


in the Synod of Dort.— The kn t of Dr. Abrabæm Scultetus Profeſſor 
at Heidleberg concerning the Divine Right of Epiſcqpacy. Lond. to. 1642, 
— NM. Deodate's Letter to the Aſſembly of Dixines, 4to- 1647.— 
The Letters of Monſ. le Mane, de L Angle and Claude at the end of Dr. 
Siillingfleet's Unreaſ. of Separat. 4to. The Teſtimonies in M. Durell ¶ In. 
dicie Eccl. Ang. To which might be added many Letters lately ſent 
from the moſt eminent Divines of the Foreign Reformed Churches. 


— EW N ; 
a Reformatiofi of the Eccleſiaſtical Laws, in ſome ſach 
Method as the Wifdom of the Legiſlature more than 
once directed? (a) In the mean time, may we not ex- 
pect, that our Book of Canons having been legally con- 
firm'd,ſhould be allow'd in all Courts to be fo far legally 
Binding? (b) For this was a Principle in our Antient 
Conſtitution,that the Law of the Church was in Spiritu- 
al Matters the Law of the Land : And it muſt be fo, where 
any Government will admit of the Chriſtian Diſtincti- 
on into Church and State. And may we not deſire, that the 
Admiſſion of Clerks to the Cure of Souls were left ſome- 
what more to the Conſcience of the Biſhop? And that 
Suſpenſion and Deprivation, in notorious Cauſes, might 
have their due Proceſs and Effect, without the Multi- 
plicity of Prohibitions and Appeals? (c) That the 
Cenſures and Abſolutions of the Church may be reſtor'd 
to the Cogniſance of the Biſhop ; that Penance with 
the Commutations of it may be under his Direction ;, 
EDS ae ee 
(a) Stat. viii. Hen. VIII. cap. 15, and xxxv. Hen. VIII. chap. 16. and 
Stat. 3, 4. Ed. VI. chap. 11. Reformatio Legum Eccleſiaſticarum ex Au- 


thoritate primum Regis Henrici. VIII. in choata, deinde per Regem Ed- 
wardum VI. provecta, G to. 

) The Lord Chief Juſtice Vaughan doth acknowledge, that the An- 
tient Canon Law received in this — is the Law of the Kingdom 
in fuch Caſes. Vaughan Rep. p. 132. and that a Lawful Canon is a Law 

of the Kingdom, as well as an Act of Parliament. And that Canons 
made in Convocation by Royal Licenſe and Aſſent and authorized by 
the King'sLetters Patent, according to the Form of the Statute 25 H. VIII. 
cap. 19. are Canons warranted by the Act of Parliament, and ſuch are 
the Canons of 160g. ib. p.32. See Ventris Rep. 2. p.42. Moor Rep. p. 783. 

(c) The Judges. declared the Deprivation of the Clergy for not con- 
7 


es 

formin bo Wee to be Legal. Moor Rep. 755. 

(d) Presbyter Epiſcopo inconfulto non feconciliet Poenitentem. Con- 
cil. Carth. 3. cap. 32. In 1533- Dr. Ajlmer, Bp. of London, procured 
Letters from the Privy-Council to the High Commiſſioners: Eccleſiaſti- 
cal, to enforce an Order taken by the Biſhops of the Realm in the laſt 
Convocation at the laſt Parliament, that no Commutation of Penance 
mould be made without acquainting the Biſhop with it; Srype's Life of 

Bp: Aylmer, p. 107: See the Ihn ibn df K. Miliam, 169 4. 


e) That the Exemption of ſome Places from Epiſco- 


Temporal 


* 


and that in ſome Caſes Contumacy might be puniſh'd 
without the laſt Reſort to Excommunication. (49) 
That the Power of Suppreſling Vice and Immorality 
could regain it's proper Seat, che Diſcipline of the 
Church; and ſo encourage the worthy Zndeavours for 
a Reformation of Manners. ( That the repairing of 
Churches and Chapels might be more effectually enjoid 
ed by the Ordinary, without vexatious Interruption 


pal 


3 tt. * - th. * 
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(a) On Faly 23. 1610. K. ꝓames in Anſwer to certain Grievances com” 
lain d of to his Majeſty by the Commons in Parliament icy thus 


V. By occaſion of the Conference at Hampton- burt the Beginning 
of our Reign, and upon ſome other Complaints, our Clergy by o 


Direction made a Conſtitution with a Condition, which we confirm d, 
wherein they ſhew d themſelves very willing to forbear the Cenſure of 
Excommunication for Contumacy, where the original Cauſe was of no 
great Weight and of private Intereſt: So as there might be a La made, 
whereby Contumacy in ſuch Caſes might otherwiſe be ſufficiently puniſh- 
ed, And accordingly they cauſed a Bill to- be drawn for that Purpoſe, 
and exhibited unto the Lower Houſe, which found no Paſſage there. 
Nevertheleſs when ſuch a Bill ſhall be hereafter agreed upon, Cc. we 
ſhall give our Royal Aſſent. 5 | | 


(3) 1 2, 3. Edu. VI. A Bill was brought in for exerciſing Ec- 
L 


cleſiaſtical Juriſdiction in the ſuppreſſing of Vices and Immoralities; the 
ords were jealous of putting Power in Church-Men's Han 
becauſe they apprehended that the greateſt part of the Biſhops and Clergy 
were ſtill Papifts in their Hearts, and would employ that Wo ver againſt 
thoſe who favoured the Reformation, B, Burnet's Hiſt, Ref, P. II. B. 1. 
p. 96. Vet in the next Parliament two ſeveral Bills were brought in to 
give the Biſhops Power to ſuppreſs Vice and diſorderly Living, which 
were laid afide on a Pretence of reviewing the Eccleſiaſtical [ion ib, 
p. 141.— See the preſent Archbiſhop's Circular Letter in 1699. 58 6, 


(o) See a Proclamation of K. Ch. I. for preventing the Decaꝶ of 
Churches and Chappels for the time to come, by uſing the Power of Ec- 
leſtaſtical Courts, not to be imerrupted hy the too eaſy granting of Pro- 


7 . 


thitions, Given at Hampton Curt, 11 October 1629. 


1 (8) 

pal Jorifaifion might be thought fit to be reform'd, as 
well as the communicating ſome Epiſcopal Rights to 
inferiour Prelates; both which were the Inventions 
of .Papery, and muſt appear to be the Remains (a) of 
it. That Schools and the Teachers of them may be 
under the more profeſs d Guidance and Authority of the 
Biſhop.z and that a Licence may be thought requiſite to 
| Bs: Fm a Publick School ; when.it has been-ſo for many 
F | Ages, by the Cuſtoms of the Church acknowledged and 
= confirm'd by the Statutes of the Realm; () and when 
the taking away that Right would detra@ from the 
Royal Supremacy, as well as endanger the Peace and 
Truth eſtabliſhed among us. That to make the Know- 

ledge of a-large Dioceſe more eaſy, Rural Deans were 

appointed, and well employ d in the TE - (pin Deane- 

ries, as our Primitive Conſtitution did require, (c) 

and as our Reformation did intend. (4) That heck 

ea - 


1 


— 
— 
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(a) In che Beginning of the Reign of QElizabeth, aBill was brought 
in that all and pen lar exempt — Sond peculiar ] Juriſdictions of the Sites of 
Monaſteries may vagen, , from henceforth, ceaſe and be extinguiſhed, and 
that it may be lawful for the Biſhop of the Dioceſe where fach exempt 
Places are, to aſſign and limit of ws ſeyeralPariſhes the ſame Places ſhall 
be. S FG nodalia M. S. in Bibl. Coll. Ben. Cantab. 
(bY 'Ses Letters from the Lords of the Council to the A. Bp. of Cant. 
for iring after and fupprefling Irregular Scoool-Mafters, to * referr d 
to the k mination and Cenfure of the Biſhop ; with Articles on the 
_ _ Re eg: Grindal. A. Bp. Gant. M. S. f. 287 See Stat. 2. Hen. IV. 
all the other Ads which mention Schools, do grant and 
1 ſuppoſe W ſubject to the Care and Power of the Ordi 
= (e) See W e on this Subject in Paroch. Anti. of Ambroſden, 
( Reborn: Legum Ecclef. de Eccleſia & Miniftris. cap. 5. de Archi- 
presbyteris ſive Decanis Ruralibus: This Diſcipline of. Rur Deans was 
recommended in à Speech by — Lord-Keeper Sr. Nic. Bacon at o 
= Parlia ment 8. Ag. 1572. 14. Eliz. See Danes ournal, p. 194. 
en ropos d by Bp. Hall as * eſt Method of reſtorin g Diſciplinen 
urch h f Egle Bp. Hall's Works Vol. III. p. 575 | 


* \ 
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deaeons may be more effectually made the Eyes and 
Watchmen of the Biſhop ; may be called in to examine 
and to preſent fit Perſons to be ordained; and may give 
Account of their Viſitations to the Biſhop, the Biſhop to 
the Metropolitan, and he to the Supreme Governor ; as 
was once a commendable Practice. (a) In ſhort, if ſome 
of theſe or better Regulations were made, beginning, 
ſuppoſe, in Eccleſiaſtical Sy nods: with Unity and Peace, 

and ratified with fall and ſufficient Authority of the Ci- 
vil Powers ; It would be a great Honour to our Holy 
Religion, and an additional Strength and Beauty to the 
whole Frame of our Conſtitution in Church and State. 

Therefore Thirdly and Laſtly, let Reverence and II. 

Obedience be paid to our Spiritual Governors, for- the 
Sake of Conſcience, as to Fathers, eſpecially by their 
more immediate Sons the Clergy, It ſeem'd to aggra- 
vate the Perſecutions of the Primitive Church, that St. 
Cyprian was forc'd to complain, how © The Presbyters 
Contempt of their Biſhop-was the Riſe of Hereſies 
and Schiſms. ( And it ſeemed to portend the late 
Rebellion and Confafions in this Church and Nation, 
that juſt before thoſe- anhappy Times, an eminent 
Preacher, in an excellent Sermon aſſerting the. Anthoriry 
of the Church, made one Head of his Diſcourfe to bear 
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| (a) See in Hiſt of the Troubles and Tryal of A. B. Land, the Anm 
| Accounts of his Province preſented to the King. ä 


) Inde enim Schiſmata & Hæreſes obortz ſunt & oriuntur, dum Epif 


eopus qui unus eſt & Eccleſiæ præeſt, ſuperba quorundam preſumptione 
0 — S. Oypr. Epiſt. 66. He complains of thoſe Presbyters wo 
* did not Epiſcopo honorem ſacerdotii ſui et Cathedre reſervare. L. 3. Ep.12— 
ft Hinc ad Silat profilitur, dum obtrectatur Sacerdotibus, dum Epi =_ 


copis invidetur, cum quis aut queritur non ſe potius'ordinatum, aut de- 
dignatur alterum ferre Przpoſitum. Cypr, Tract. de-Zeloat Livore:- 
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this Title,  D:/obedzence to Church Governors begins at the 
Clergy. (a) 155 | ONT fs SS Wy | 
We deſire, we hope better Things. At our Ording- 
tion we ſolemaly engage, that we will reverently o- 
bey our Ordinary, and other chief Miniſters unto 
v whom the Government and Charge is committed over 

* us. And in Truth, if we defire a Reſpect from our 
People, we muſt pay a Veneration and due Submiſſion 
to our Biſhops. For as when our Legal Monarchy was 
dethroned, our Nobles were ſoon debaſed, and our an- 
tient Gentry were looſing all their Diſtinctions of Birth- 

right : 80 in our lawful Hierarchy, to depreſs the Bi- 
ſhops will ſo far naturally degrade the inferiour Orders. 
My Reverend Brethren; we teach the Multitude to revile 
our Perſons, and to deſpiſe our Holy Function, if we 
-inſult our Spiritual Governors, or offer to detra& from 
their accuſtomed Rights and Preheminences. O my 
Brethen, let Piety, Humility, Charity, and Peaceable- 
-neſs be the Ornaments of our Mziziſtry, and the Sup- 
ports of our Church, in theſe and in fucceeding'Fimes, 
even to the Coming of the Great Shepherd of the Sheep, 
the Shepherd* and Biſhop of our Soul to whom with 
God the Father and the Holy Spirit, be devoutly aſcri- 
bed all Power and Glory now and ever. Aen. 
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4 Viſitation Sermon by Mr. Semmel Hoard, entitled, The-Chirches 


